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tion, and was a personal friend of Amar, and Jean Antoine
Louis, of the Bas-Ehin, was the alter ego of Ruhl; while the
three others were all from the southern departments. Jean
Henri Voulland, a Protestant and ex-Constituant for the
bailliage of Nlmes,1 now represented the department of the
Gard; Moyse Bayle, who had been mayor of Marseilles from
1791 to 1792, was deputy for the Bouches-du-Rhone; and
Joseph Nicolas Barbeau clu Barran sat for the Gers.

These were the men who, under the general direction of
the Great Committee of Public Safety, carried out the system
of the Terror, who signed the numerous decrees of arrest and
selected the food for the guillotine, and who spent their nights
in examining denunciations, while the members of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety considered great measures of state in
the adjoining room. In times of peril, and when especially
important police measures were in contemplation, the two
committees united and deliberated together, and on those days
Robespierre found himself in even a more complete minority
than in the Great Committee alone. He had but one real
friend in the Committee of General Security, David the
painter, after the resignation of Saint-Just's young colleague,
Philippe Le Bas, and at least one open and declared enemy,
Guffroy. Meanwhile the working members of the Great Com-
mittee, and especially Billaud-Varenne and Collot d'Heibois,
found men of their own stamp, such as Amar, Vadier, Ruhl, and
Lavicomtene, ready to aid them in all their efforts to establish
and systematize the Terror This opposition to Robespierre
and his friends in the Committee of General Secuiity will be
seen to be one of the causes of his overthrow, and lus contest
with this police committee was one of the indications of his
weakness. Of the twelve men themselves it is noticeable
that throe of them came from Paris, live from the southern,
three from the eastern,, and one from the north-eastern
departments, and none from the northern, western, or midland
districts of France. Two of them, Vadier and Voulland, were
ex-Constituants, and two, Ruhl and Jagot, had been members
1 Vol. i. cliap xvi. pp. 487, 488,